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From The Office
It is hard to believe that Easter is here
again and it seems like no time since
Christmas. Newtownbreda has had a
busy time over the past few months and, just as in any family,
there have been highs and lows.
Within our congregation we have been privileged to
welcome new families into our fellowship and we do extend a
warm welcome to them. We have also been saddened by the
death of some of our members and our thoughts and prayers
are with those families who have lost loved ones in recent
months.
The beginning of our year has seen us as busy as ever.
We welcomed new communicants into our family and enjoyed
another packed Thinking Day service when our uniformed
organisations were supported by all aspects of the local
community. Our Bible study and home groups continue with
great commitment and enthusiasm and we look forward to our
Art Exhibition in May. Yet there are still challenges awaiting us
and we, as a congregation, should have a vision of God’s
purpose and plan for our church and for our community.
There is so much need and we can go some way in
reaching that need. There are times when it is easier to get
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despondent and defeatist but as we begin to think of the Easter
story and the journey that Jesus had to make for us, we know
that the path is not easy. Yet the cross was not to be the end, in
the Resurrection we see all the joy and hope and love through
Jesus Christ.
As one little girl in Sunday School described Easter – it was
the day God woke up.
Perhaps Easter will be the time when we ‘wake up’ to the
work God has set before us by placing us in Newtownbreda as
we unite together in His power and His vision and continue His
work here on earth.
Wishing you every blessing at Easter time

Rev Anne

Wanted!!
People to help with tea/coffee after
church on a Sunday morning.
If you can help please contact:

Margaret Robinson

2

3

29 YEARS AGO
The 1990 spring edition of the Chronicle contained the
following information..
•
Rev Orr described Christians as a sign of hope in a
broken world, rooted in the recreative power of God and evident
in the miracle of Easter
•
An obituary for Mary McCullins commended her for her work as
an elder and in the choir, Flower Show and Wednesday Club
•
Ronnie McCully raised £3000 for the Building and Repair Fund
with a 6 hour organ playing marathon
•
Margaret Johnston , student minister since 1986, would leave
Newtownbreda in April to take up a call from the Global Mission
Unit of the American Presbyterian Church in Chevy Chase
Washington DC
•
A mixed Protestant and Catholic group involved with the Spirit of
Enniskillen Bursary Scheme went to Tijuana Mexico to work on a
ranch with orphaned and abused children
•
The Third World Committee reported on their support for
Jamaica after the1988 hurricane, raising £250 through a Barn
Dance and a Lenten appeal to give 5p for every piece of fruit
eaten
•
Des McClean reported £7500 from the Lowry Memorial Trust had
been allocated to Rev Craig’s work in Malawi, to Corrymeela and
the RVH Revive Appeal
•
Trevor Pollock reported that the church’s expenditure was
unfortunately 10% over its income
•
Rev Mooney wrote about a wonderful trip he had made to the
Holy Land with 42 other ministers
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•

•

•

Lynda Browne said the Senior Badminton Club was thriving
although winning no silverware this year while Sam Best had 50
Junior Badminton members
The Lady Bowlers raised £50 at their Charity tournament and the
Men’s club had a successful season despite a recent losing streak
There were 2 baptisms, 20 deaths and 6 new families in the last
quarter

Saturday 6th April at 7:30 pm
Rosetta Hall

Caim Celtic Harmony Trio
Supporting The Anthony Nolan Bone Marrow Trust
Scottish, Irish & contemporary songs;
Celtic prayers, story & dance
light refreshments
admission by donation. £10 suggested
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Send a Cow: giving communities and families the HOPE
and the MEANS to create their own FUTURE from the
land.
I am almost halfway through my presidency of the British Veterinary
Association (BVA)… during Brexit year… so, I had stepped back
slightly from my active involvement with Send a Cow for a while.
However, during the 30th anniversary celebrations last year, I was
approached by the Chairman of Send a Cow to ask me to join the
Group Board. Given extensive work and family pressures, I initially
declined, despite experiencing a very real sense of calling – I’m
naturally terrible at saying ‘no’ anyway but, having said ‘no’, it
continued to niggle me no end and I prayed a lot about it; especially
given everything else going on in my life.
Before Christmas, I had a chance meeting in London with the farmer
trustee who is stepping down from the Group Board after 10 years of
committed service and we had a good chat about what he and I have
tried to bring to Send a Cow over the last decade. I returned home
and talked it through with my family, who generally thought I was
completely mad but seemed to understand the call. That Sunday, Rev
Anne delivered one of her superb sermons on being prepared to
serve others… so later that day, after a bit more consultation, I sent a
series of emails and the rest is history.
I was officially appointed to the Board of Trustees of Send a Cow on
18 January. My family (and the staff and officers at BVA) are just
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grateful that I managed to remain firm on NOT travelling to Rwanda
for a country visit at the end of March when other things might be
happening in Europe…!
I’m delighted to say that our work goes from strength to strength –
we’ve recently been awarded a couple of very significant grants and
our income from all sources continues to grow. We were even
showcased by DfID recently as an example of good practice! As I write,
actress Jane Horrocks (Bubbles in Ab Fab!) makes the BBC Radio 4
Charity Appeal on behalf of Send a Cow, this week. One of my key
roles will be continuing to develop the network of contacts within the
agricultural and veterinary communities, including a new type of
fundraising partnership, ‘Friend of Send a Cow’, with vet practices.
Look out for us on social media, sign up for our newsletters through
our website www.sendacow.org or stop me for a chat some Sunday
morning to learn a bit more about our projects. In the meantime,
THANK YOU for your continuing prayerful and financial support of
our work in Africa.
Simon Doherty

M: 07917 673349
E: simon@blackwaterconsultancy.com
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Greetings from Senegal
A peek in my sent box
A lot of my time is spent on my computer, at my desk, in the office –
similar to many of you, I’m sure! I thought, therefore, it might be
interesting to give you a taste of my sent box as an insight into what I
actually do while at my desk. It’s almost lunch time on a Monday – and
here are 10 of the emails I’ve sent today:
1. Responding to a colleague asking whether a recording exists of the
New Testament in Manjaku, a Senegalese language.
2. Asking a colleague whether there will be money available in a fund
to print literacy materials for churches later this month.
3. Confirming that Séba’s uncle, a Bible translation consultant, signed a
contract when we visited him this weekend, agreeing to go to Dakar in
April to check the translation of Genesis into a local language.
4. Planning a workshop for church interpreters in December with a
colleague.
5. Informing another colleague that I was able to get some more
copies of the Kaasa New Testament while in Oussouye at the weekend
– the bookshop in Zig is sold out!
6. Corresponding with someone working with another organisation in
Gambia to find out what literacy materials they have available in crossborder languages.
7. Agreeing to represent SIL Senegal at the celebration of the
publication of the Gusiilaay dictionary in December.
8. Sending an updated version of a literacy manual in the Mankanya
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language to have it approved for printing.
9. Sharing prayer points for publication in the Wycliffe NI quarterly
magazine.
10. Writing to my mum to arrange to skype!
I take the internet for granted – I can’t even begin to imagine what my
job would look like without it.
And while we have occasional
internet problems, I’m
grateful for a generally stable
internet connection both at
work and at home.
Séba and I want to say a huge
thank you to everyone who
contributed to the coffee
morning held at the Manse in
December. You raised enough
money to put a roof on our
house! We are very grateful
for this huge help to our
building project.

Clare Orr Diédhiou
clare.orr@wycliffe.org.uk
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The Squirrels Have Fun!!

The Squirrels
finished for Christmas with a
visit from a very important
person, Santa and he brought
his Elf along with him to help.
The boys were very nervous
as the Elf had the naughty or
nice list with them, but
thankfully all our boys were
nice.
The start of this year saw us have a joint evening with the Rainbows.
Sharing how we spend our evenings, with prayer & promise, games,
story and craft. They all had a very busy evening.
The Squirrels loved making the dogs for the Founder’s Day Service
and enjoyed running round the church finding them on the day.

We also had a special
evening at the end of
February when the boys
had a evening of yoga
with ‘Room on the
Broom’. Where they
were read the story, did
the yoga poses and it
finished off with 17
Squirrels on a broom
stick. There is always
Room on the Broom in
Squirrels.
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This little 4 year old, known to most in the congregation,
called with his grandparents Jenny and Brian at half
term to see the Rev Joe Mooney, who will be 102 in
June. Joe was his usual cheerful self and as you can see
from the photo looking great. Joe enjoys catching up on
all the news from Newtownbreda.
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Koinonia

Father Brian D’Arcy

We were honoured to have had Father Brian D’Arcy, the very popular
preacher, broadcaster and writer as our special guest speaker at our
January meeting.
Since this event was held during the Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity, we invited members of our neighbouring congregations in the
Ormeau Churches Together network. We were very pleased to give a
warm welcome to many neighbours and friends and have a packed
audience in the Rosetta Hall.
Father Brian entertained us with his stories and tales about his life,
his experiences, his ministry and his beliefs. We were all touched by
his sincerity, his compassion, his humanity, his humour and his love
of life.
Father Brian is an exceptionally busy man, a wonderful raconteur and
inspirational speaker who left us all with much to consider. It was a
privilege to have met him and to have enjoyed his company for a
morning.
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19th Belfast Rainbow Unit

This term the girls have welcomed a number of visitors. One of our
parents came along to do a Tae Kwon Do demonstration and to teach
the girls some moves.
Another mum came along
to do a STEM talk to the
girls. They made
kaleidoscopes and learnt
how to make light with a
prism. Aisling from
YogaBellies took the girls on
a jungle adventure another
week and they did some
yoga moves along the way.
There was a winter themed evening at Squirrels when the girls made
snowmen bookmarks, snowflakes
and snowmen clips. We also
welcomed the ArtCart to Rainbows.
The girls made pictures of things
which make them happy. These
pictures were then taken to people
living on their own to show that
someone was thinking about them.

A restful day was had when the girls
were pampered by the leaders and
mums. They had their nails painted
and hair done. They relaxed with
some meditation music and
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cucumber slices while
their nails dried and
tried different fruits.
For Thinking Day this
year we thought about
the Guiding World
Centres and the
different styles of
uniform worn by
Rainbows in those
countries. We also
thought about the Rainbow Promise as our newest girls made their
promise and received their badges.
This term we will
be doing a little
more of the new
programme and
thinking about
First Aid and
having a Healthy
Mind. We have a
number of
visitors planned
to help us deliver
this programme
and are looking
forward to what we will learn. The term will finish with some Easter
activities and a visit to Stormont Park.
Deborah Doherty
Leader in charge
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There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush
was blazing, yet it was not consumed. 3 Then Moses
said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight,
and see why the bush is not burned up.” 4 When the
Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called
to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said,
“Here I am.” 5 Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from
your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” (Exodus
3: 2-5)
2

This Lent we are beginning a sermon series based around the Unfolding Drama
of scripture. Each week we will be looking at some of the events of importance
that form our basic beliefs about God and guide our general faith journeys. One
of those weeks will explore Exodus 3 in more depth. Amy Merrill Willies has this
to say about that passage:
“The burning bush scene in this chapter of Exodus is surely among the top ten
best known biblical stories.
It has been immortalized in countless ways in culture. An entire generation grew
up with the epic movie, "The Ten Commandments." For a younger generation of
viewers, the scene has been animated by Dreamworks' "Prince of Egypt." But
neither of these movies can resist the urge to idealize the one who encounters
that strange bush.
Of course, this idealization of Moses is not without good reason. This passage
provides readers with the first and finest example of the prophetic commissioning
scene, the form of biblical literature that narrates God's call to the prophets. It
also shows us the calling of the first and best of all the Israelite prophets, the
great leader of the Exodus. After Moses, the scene will be echoed and adapted
many, many times -- in the books of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Jonah, among
others. It even appears in the New Testament story of the annunciation to Mary.
Yet, the ironic reality is that the prophet par excellence in this scene is not the
powerful, idealized leader remembered by the Priestly Writer in the second half
of Exodus. Moses in this scene, which is the work of the Yahwist writer, is more
like the hapless and confused person described by Jewel in the song "Standing
Still":
I love the idea that at his point of calling and commissioning, Moses was still a
work in progress. It fills me with great hope and should encourage you as well in
reminding you that God is not done working in your life either!
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A burning bush sounds lovely and warm, especially as I write this from my church
office that overlooks our car park that is currently laden with snow…42 inches is
what the news told us has fallen for this season to date (this is almost double our
annual average snow fall). With another 8-12 inches forecast for this weekend!
I typically receive the first few snowfalls of the year with the same enthusiasm and
excitement of younger years. Those first few months, I rush out with the kids to
clean the driveway, build snow families and engage in some snow sledding
(although we don’t quite have any hills on par with Shaw’s bridge to ride our
sleds!). By February I am ready for a little warmer weather.
I appreciated the weather you put on for me during mid-January when I returned to
Belfast. The 4-6 degrees was a welcome respite from the snowy, frozen tundra!
More than that, I enjoyed the opportunity to participate in Worship and the warmth
that came from seeing so many familiar faces. Thank you for your kindness and
hospitality, it truly warmed my heart!

I returned to Nebraska at the end of January to find my wife with a broken elbow,
having fallen on the ice whilst I was gone. This allowed for some time of resting
and relaxation, unfortunately it also meant that her 6 week sabbatical between
January & March did not involve the copious amounts of yoga that had been
planned. Melodie will be well rested and ready to re-engage, refreshed, with her
congregation again in March having enjoyed this time of reading and discernment!
Phoebe & Eli hope that the snow never ends, however, school has continued to
remain open throughout most of the winter months and so they don’t get to enjoy it
as much as they might like. Fortunately, they do both continue to enjoy school and
their classes (P2 & P1 respectively).
My congregation welcomed me back from my trip to Northern Ireland and we are
excited for our Lenten journey and all that Easter has to bring. Even though I also
feel at times more like Moses at the start of his calling, I am reminded that God is
at work in our churches and in our lives. As you also embark upon your own
Lenten and Easter adventures may you be reminded that God will be known in
God's future faithfulness to Moses and the people -- "I will be with you," God
promises. May that promise journey with you and with your calling, however
equipped you may feel.

God Bless, Steve Pointon
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Happy International
Women’s Day
8 March 2019
Be an *Esther*, bold and
courageous enough to stand for
the truth, to voice your opinion and fight for the good of others, even
when it means to sacrifice yourself. If God has put you in a position, it
is for a purpose. Never be afraid to heed to that inner voice.
Be a *Ruth*, loyal in all your relationships, walk the extra mile and
don’t quit when things get tough. Someday, you’ll see why it was all
worth the effort.
Be a *Lydia*, let your homes be open, let your hands be generous, let
your hearts be big enough to help anyone in need. Joy is greatest
when shared.
Be a *Hannah*, never cease to pray. It will never be in vain rather God
will answer your prayer and make it a blessing of a nation.
Be a *Mary*, humble and submissive. You don’t have to be great for
God to use you, you just need to obey.

Be a *Dorcas*, use your talents, however small it may seem to bring a
smile on someone’s face. You’ll never know how much it can mean to
someone.
Be an *Abigail*, remember how each decision can turn your life around
for good or bad. Be wise.
Be an *Elizabeth*, never doubt what God can do. Miracles do happen.

Be a *Mary Magdalene*, never let your mistakes and judgments of
other people stop you from experiencing true joy in Jesus.
Lastly be *Sarah* age doesn't mater, Trust & believe. All is possible
with God..
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Bill Haslett reflects
The ‘Dirty Wee Port’ it used to be called, but that
was a long time before I went to Port Glasgow as
minister of Newark Parish Church in 1973. I was
there for over thirteen years, and then came back
to County Down and the beautiful Ards Peninsula,
but shall always retain the fondest of memories of
Port Glasgow and its people. Nearly every person
there was a character, and the ‘Warmth of the Port’
surrounded us and our family from the beginning. Halfway through my time
there I had a serious illness, and when I was in hospital my wife had to take
the phone off the hook simply to prepare a meal, so concerned were the
people about her and the children.

The chief industry was shipbuilding and from time to time we watched
massive tankers being launched into the River Clyde below us, and witnessed
the construction of oil rigs and accommodation platforms bound for the North
Sea. Sadly now the yards have gone, to be replaced by streets of houses; but
when we were there it was possible to read in bed by the lights of Scott
Lithgow’s, the noise of hammers and rivets lulled us to sleep each night, and
we could ‘hear the silence’ when the bulk of the population downed tools in
the summer and headed for watering places like Blackpool or the Costa-delSol further south.

For the most part it was an industrious community. The people worked hard,
played hard, and had a marvellous sense of humour. It was also a united
community, and nowhere was this more evident than in the life of the various
churches, who unobtrusively worked closely together throughout the year.
The members of all the denominations – Church of Scotland, Roman Catholic,
Episcopalian, Congregational, Baptist, and Salvation Army, came together for
the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity and the Women’s World Day of Prayer.
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They always made a gallant effort at fund-raising during Christian Aid Week,
and if any were in need in the community there was always human sympathy
and neighbourliness to hold up the stricken and nerve the frightened - a
practical outworking of Archbishop William Temple’s words that only as far
as Christians draw near to Christ will they find themselves drawn nearer to
one another.
In His blazing light we are all in need of healing and renewal.

The aim of Scouting is to provide SKILLS FOR LIFE. In many ways this
echoes the School Curriculum but a crucial difference is that unlike a
set Curriculum there is the flexibility to adopt approaches which
reflect the needs of individual groups delivered by experienced
Leaders with many and varied skills. Each Troop has the freedom to
play to their strengths and yet are able in various ways to share
ideas and resources with other Troops.
It is a strength of Scouting that members are able to experience
skills which are not always, for varied reasons, accessible through
our educational systems.

Scouting is more than playing games, though these have an
important part to play. They foster competition as well as
co-operation helping Scouts to develop the ability to accept success
and deal healthily with lack of success. It allows young men and
women to find their strengths and also their weaknesses and use
their experiences to build resilient and coping personalities.
Since September we have played a wide range of games involving
competition and co-operation where different strengths work
together complementing each other. Favourite games are 5-a-side
football and unihoc. We have also played games involving the
working out of strategies and co-operation within teams to achieve
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a winning position. The traditional Scouting crafts are not neglected.
We have learned to tie knots and their uses. We mastered the art of
square lashing and used this to make “chariots” on which the Scouts
took turns to ride around the St John’s Hall.
One evening we practised the safe operation of a Trangia cooking
system and put this to use during a Night Hike from Ardnavally to the
Den. We discussed how to move safely at night avoiding obstacles,
keeping to paths and preserving Night Vision.
Badge Work has always had a central part in Scouting. The Scouts
were challenged to taste a substance with which they were unfamiliar
but which required them to trust their Leaders. They accepted the
personal challenge which contributed to a Challenge Award. The
substance was sheets of dried seaweed. We look forward to tasting
some dried grasshoppers in the near future.
One Scout, John Farry has completed his Chef’s Badge and his Stage1
Digital Citizen Badge. All the Scouts have passed their Fire Safety
Badge but we sincerely hope they are never in a position to use their
knowledge.
Our new Leader, Helen Ross, is getting married in March. We
presented her with a small gift but also a couple of Scouts kindly
decorated her car! (First time I think she was lost for words.)
The Scouts paraded for the annual “Founder’s Day Service.” It was a
bad choice of day as it fell during half-term and many of our Scouts
were on holiday with their parents. Still we learn from experience.
I would like to thank all the parents who strongly support us in so
many ways. The Leaders very much appreciate their interest and help.
Maurice Doherty , Scout Section Leader
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Deaths
Mr Leslie Jennings

Died 6th February 2019

Mrs May Wallace

Died 7th February 2019

Mr John Pinkerton

Died 14th February 2019

Mrs Helen Todd

Died 5th March 2019

Dates for the Diary
March
Sunday 3rd

10.30am

Communion and Confirmation
Service

Sunday 10th 10.30am
7.00pm

Rev Doug Baker
Choral Evening Prayer with Jubilate

Thursday 14th 10.30am

Bible Study ‘The Good & Beautiful
Life” in Megaw Room chapter 11

Sunday 17th 10.30am

Rev Anne

Sunday 24th 10.30am

PW Service with Rev Karen Mbayo

Thursday 28th 10.30am

Bible Study ‘The Good & Beautiful
Life” in Megaw Room chapter 12

Sunday 31st

Rev Anne
Taize Service

10.30am
7.00pm
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April
Sunday 7th

10.30am

Rev Anne

Sunday 14th 10.30am

Palm Sunday

Friday 19th

11.00am

Good Friday Community Gathering
in Ormeau Park

11.30am

Followed by service in Cooke
Centenary

8.00pm

Tenebrae Service in St John’s

10.30am

Easter Sunday

Sunday 21st

Sunday 28th 10.30am

Rev Anne

May
Sunday 5th

10.30am

Rev Anne

Wednesday 8th

Opening Night of Art Exhibition

9th – 11th

Art Exhibition

Sunday 12th

10.30am

Rev Anne

Sunday 19th 10.30am

Rev Anne

Sunday 26th 10.30am

Rev Anne
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Flower List
April
7
14
21
28

Mrs C McCurry
Mrs J Caskey
Mr T Pallin
Mr S Cairns

May
5
12
19
26

Mrs O Jennings
Mrs K Gibson and Mrs S Mc Kersie
Mrs C Pollock
Miss H McGregor

June
2
9
16
23
30

Mrs D Doherty
Mrs B McNeill
Mrs H McCourt
Mrs J Compston
Dr A Meek

* If anyone wishes to contribute to this list please contact Clare Pollock.

Small print/large print?
With our new photocopier we're now producing a
smart announcement/order of service leaflet. The
font is substantially smaller, though sharper. We can do a large
print version for anyone who'd find it helpful - just let me
know, or speak to the reception folk on Sunday morning.

While on the subject, we do have a good supply of large print
red hymn books - ask the reception team at the main doors for
one or pick one up yourself at the other entrances. Jacynth
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Meet and greet

Noah and Ava Dearie are delighted with their role as
meet and greeters on Sunday morning, sometimes
arguing over who can give out the next hymn book! If
anyone would like to get involved and volunteer for a
month (or even just the odd Sunday ) on the meet and
greet rota please contact Hilary McCourt
on 07708757165
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Date for your Diary

Art Exhibition 8 – 11 May 2019

The Church has held an Art Exhibition every two years for the
past number of years and our next one will be from 8-11 May
2019. The event provides an excellent opportunity for many
local amateur artists to display their work. At our last
Exhibition in 2017, over 115 artists entered over 360 paintings,
in a wide range of media – oil, water colour, pastel etc.
The Exhibition is also a significant fund-raising event for the
Church. The 2017 Exhibition raised over £5,500 and all
proceeds from this year’s event will go towards Church funds.
Any aspiring artists must submit an entry form to Marjorie
Guiler by 30 March 2019.
Please come along and have a look – you’re sure to see
something you like!

